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BEDFORD-LEXINGTON AREA BRANCH 

SUMMER 2012 

IMPORTANT MEETING: 

 

SUMMER BOARD MEETING 

AUGUST 17, 7:00 PM @ Joan Zinderman’s in Concord 

 

2012-2013  

MEETING DATES  

&  

LOCATIONS 
 

September 11 Bedford Town Center, 7 pm 

October 3 Bedford Library, 7 pm 

November 7 Bedford Library, 7 pm 

December 4 Holiday Potluck & Educational 

Foundation Night, Bedford 

Town Center, 6 pm 

January 2 Bedford Library, 11:30 am 

February 6 Bedford Library, 11:30 am 

March 6 Bedford Library, 7 pm 

April 3 Bedford Library, 7 pm 

May 1 End of Year Dinner, location 

TBD, 6 pm 

NOTE:  The order of events at regular meet-

ings will be adjusted starting in October: 

7:00-gather to get nametags, pick up coffee/

tea; 7:15-program starts; 8:00-refreshments 

and social time; 8:20-business meeting. 

Our co-

Presidents:  

Alice Wadden 

and Joan 

Zinderman at 

our May Dinner 



CO -PR E SI D E NT S ’  M E SSA G E 

Alice Wadden and Joan Zinderman 

On May 2, 2012, we held our 51st Anniversary Dinner at the Concord Colonial Dinner (see 

photos scattered through newsletter). Once again a rainy night did not interfere with a won-

derful evening of greeting old and new friends and the marvelous program provided by Liz 

Markson's colleague's, Alexandra Borrie, rendition of Virginia Wolff"s "A Room of One’s 

Own.” Her performance was brilliant and the room was filled with lots of smiling faces! 

 

Our meeting was followed by the installation of our new officers by Liz Fragola, out-going 

state president and long-time friend of our branch.  Liz also presented our branch with our 

"Out-Standing Branch" award (see page 5)! 

 

We, Alice and I, are very proud to be your presidents and sincerely thank the board and 

members for all your hard work and interest and attendance at all of our meetings. 

 

Have a great summer and we will see you in September! 

GIVE A GRAD A GIFT 

Did you know that, or have you for-

gotten, that we can give new college 

grads (including those with associates 

degrees) a free year of membership to 

AAUW?  It doesn’t cover state and 

local dues but does cover the big-

ticket part of the dues:  Association 

dues.  Go to www.AAUW.org and 

check it out!  It’s a great benefit and 

costs us nothing except a few min-

utes. 

EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIPS 

 
Several EF fellowships are in honor of current or for-

mer Massachusetts members.  The following are recent 

recipients of their grants: 

 Sema M. Faigen (#    ) International Fellowship 

awarded to:  Ramila Usoof Thowfee, UMass Am-

herst 

  Elizabeth Stanton Michaels (#1081) Selected Pro-

fessions Fellowship awarded to:  Paola Pinzon-

Arano, Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

 Elizabeth May (#1722) International Fellowship 

awarded to:  Ju Zhang (China), Brandeis University 

 Pamela Lincoln (#1853) Selected Professions Fel-

lowship in Diversity awarded to:  Jessica Marquez , 

MIT 

 

Note about Sema M. Faigen:  She was part of a Way-

land High School History Project.  See  

whshistoryproject.org/depression/sema-faigen/  



F R O M  A A U W ’S LE G A L A D VO CA CY  F U N D 
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Go to the Movies on June 22 

Sexual assault in the military is the subject of 

the powerful documentary The Invisible War, 

which premiered at the Sundance Film Festival 

in January and earned the Audience Award. 

The documentary features several plaintiffs 

from the LAF-supported lawsuits Cioca v. 

Rumsfeld and Klay v. Panetta. AAUW hosted a 

community screening of the film in April, 

which was followed by a discussion with the 

film producer and one of the women in the 

film.  

 

The film will be released on June 22, 2012, in 

Boston, Los Angeles, New York City, San Fran-

cisco, and Washington, D.C. If you are in those 

areas, you will not want to miss this important 

film. Please bring your friends; a successful 

opening means the film will be released in other 

cities.  

 

Our two charter members:  Lois 

Pulliam and Merion Ritter 

Liz Markson introducing Alexandra Bor-

rie, who performed  portions of A Room 

of One’s Own 

Florence Baturin, Alice Wadden, and Phyllis Doherty 

http://invisiblewarmovie.com/eflier/
http://filmguide.sundance.org/film/120070/the_invisible_war
http://www.chicagotribune.com/entertainment/sns-rt-us-sundance-militarytre80l0ys-20120122,0,2609933.story
http://www.aauw.org/act/laf/cases/Cioca.cfm
http://www.aauw.org/act/laf/cases/Cioca.cfm
http://www.aauw.org/act/laf/cases/Klay.cfm
http://blog-aauw.org/2012/04/30/the-invisible-war-at-aauw/
http://blog-aauw.org/2012/04/30/the-invisible-war-at-aauw/
http://blog-aauw.org/2012/04/30/the-invisible-war-at-aauw/
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DID YOU KNOW THAT…? 
 

Asian Americans make up 5% of the population of Massachu-
setts. However, they make up 1/4th of the population of Quincy 
and 1/5th of the populations of Acton, Lexington, Lowell, and 
Malden.  
 
 Chinese Americans form the largest Asian subgroup in the 

U.S. followed by Filipinos, Vietnamese, Indians, Koreans 
and Japanese Americans.  

 Approximately 50% of Asian Americans have at least a 
bachelor’s degree, although there is a disparity among sub-
groups. This is compared to 28% of the U.S. population as a 
whole. Among Asian subgroups, Indians have the highest 
level of bachelor degree attainment at 71%.  

 Approximately 15 million Americans practice yoga and 
Americans spend billions of dollars a year on yoga-related 
products. Yoga originated in India and was derived from the 
Hindu religion, although most yoga practiced in the U.S. is 
considered primarily a form of exercise.  

 The designation of “Asian American” includes at least 19 
subgroups with different languages and cultures, including 
the following: Bangladeshi, Bhutanese, Burmese, Cambo-
dian, Chinese, Filipino, Hmong, Indian, Indonesian, Japa-
nese, Korean, Laotian, Malaysian, Nepalese, Pakistani, Sri 
Lankan, Taiwanese, Thai, and Vietnamese.  

 The designation of “Pacific Islander” also includes several 
subgroups with different languages and cultures. Some of 
these subgroups include Native Hawaiian, Tongan, Samoan, 
Guamanian or Chomorro, Marshallese, and Fijian.  

 California has the highest population of Asian Americans, 
followed by New York, Texas, New Jersey, and Hawaii. Ha-
waii has the highest population of Pacific Islander Ameri-
cans followed by California, Washington, Texas, and Florida.  

 Pacific Islander Americans are very well represented in the 
sport of football. Two who played for the New England Patri-
ots were Mosi Tatupu and Junior Seau, both Samoan Ameri-
cans. Other famous Pacific Islander American football play-
ers include Troy Palamalu, Rey Maualuga, Mike Iupati, Reno 
Mahe, Jesse Sapolu, Nuu Faaola, Peter Tuipulotu, Pisa Ti-
noisamoa, Manu Tuiasosopo, and Vai Sikahema.  

 Pacific Islander Americans, particularly Samoan Americans, 
are extremely well represented in the U.S. military and have 
made a heavy sacrifice in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
The death rate for the overall U.S. population in those con-
flicts is about 1 per 85,000 residents. For American Samo-
ans, the death rate is about 1 per 6,442 residents.  

Jeanne Stockdale and Terry 

vandeCarr 

Phyllis Doherty and Merion Ritter 

Harriet Hathaway and 

Karen Bragaw 

Alice Wadden and Robin & Bob DeMott 
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Bedford-Lexington Area Branch 

Ruth Ladd, Editor 

15 Pine Knoll Road 

Lexington, MA  02420-1206 

AAUW's Value Promise 

By joining AAUW, you belong to a community 

that breaks through educational and economic 

barriers so that all women have a fair chance.  

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:  August 19, 2012 

The following is  an announcement for our September meeting.  In addition to 

an opportunity to socialize after the summer, we will have the BU student  who 

is working with AAUW-MA on voter education speak to the group.   Hope to see 

YOU there!        

“September Social”  

DATE:  Tuesday, September 11, 2012 

TIME:  7:00 p.m. 

PLACE:  Bedford Town Center 

Bedford, MA        

Please join us for a special evening 

To meet past, present, and future members  

And to learn about our branch of AAUW 

FOLLOW-UP ON HUMAN TRAFFICKING THEME 

For more information on Human Trafficking:  check out http://www.polarisproject.org/  

which is the link to the “Polaris Project: For a World Without Slavery.”  The organization 

provides, among other things, a hotline, policy advocacy, training, outreach, and fellow-

ships. 


